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Minutes of a meeting of the Extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Friday 26 July 2019 

at the Great Missenden Memorial Centre 
at 10.00 am. 

Public Forum:  
No attendees. 
 
Present:   Councillor – A Hewett chair 

Councillors: C Baxter, A Brazil, G Bridges, L Cook, S Humphreys- part way through the  
meeting, M Johnstone, K Pither, R Pusey, S Rhodes, T Stevenson 

 
Also present:  Christopher Thompson – Deputy Clerk 

 
1.  Apologies: Councillors, V. Martin, V. Marshall, P. Jager, L. Cook, I. Lovegrove, M. Lee. 
 
2.  Declarations of Interest:     None. 
 
3.    There were no members of the public in attendance  
  
4. Update on Prestwood Common Grant Application 
 
AH explained it was necessary to meet as the information provided to the GMPC at the last council 
meeting by those attending had suggested the grant application for Prestwood Common and 
Recreation Ground was to be made by the PVA. It was now clear PVA had not agreed to apply.  A 
meeting had been set up by Revite (GMPRG) who had been invited by PVA to, and had agreed to 
take over the application.   
 
KP summarised the meeting that had taken place with GMPRG. Initially an exercise track around 
the Common was included in their proposals, and swings, playground equipment were to be put 
on the Common. This is no longer part of the project.  They also wanted the gate to the car park to 
be replaced. This had not been agreed.  The meeting had been followed up with meetings at 
Prestwood Common with contractors. Initially GMPRG sought quotes relating to Prestwood 
Common and the Recreation Ground but KP put a stop to this. GMPRG proposals now for 
Prestwood Common are to reduce the height of the hedges around it and remove the boundary 
hedge between Prestwood Common Recreation Ground.   
 
Council agreed the hedges should not be reduced without proper consultation. 
 
The width of the proposed tracks was discussed. GMPRG had suggested 1.8 metres. The GMPC 
quote is for a 1.2 metre track as the required appropriate width for wheelchair users and which is 
SUDS compliant.  The issue of drainage was discussed. The pitch diagrams provided by Prestwood 
Colts were shown. The plans are for 2 separate tracks.  
 
The effect of removal of the hedge for birds and wildlife was discussed and the fact if the hedge 
was removed GMPRG intend to replace it. (The letter sent to PVA with notes on the proposal had 
expressed agreement in principle to some removal of the hedge subject to approval). It was 
agreed that anything agreed had been subject to approval of detail.  
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It was agreed a letter should be sent to GMPRG and PVA copied to Peter Martin and the 
councillors stating:- 
1)  That GMPC will support the GMPRG proposal as long as the application relates solely to the 
Recreation Ground 
2) That any ancillary works involving Prestwood Common would require costings, evidence of 
public consultation and then prior detailed consideration and approval.      
3) That GMPC would welcome the sight of the application before submission to provide 
constructive criticism. 
 
The evidence base for the track on Prestwood Common was discussed. Prestwood Colts and the 
Scouts support the GMPC plan. The evidence base for the PVA/GMPRG plan is vague and not 
specific to either Prestwood Common or Recreation Ground. 
 
It was confirmed LAF funding that had been approved for the GMPC plans for a track predating the 
current application. It had been put on hold by Peter Martin due to the criticisms expressed by 
PVA/GMPRG as to an alleged lack of consultation with Prestwood Colts and others. There is clear 
evidence of consultation.  
 
The plans presented by GMPRG for the Community Centre were discussed. It transpired these 
plans are 6 years old, out of date and would involve too much money to be borrowed by GMPC. 
 
Council discussed Prestwood Common car park and agreed to a separate meeting to discuss 
parking generally. 
 
4. Upgrade of bridleway GMI/55.4.in Angling Spring Wood part of National Cycle Route 57 
between Prestwood and Great Missenden  

 
Copies of plans were provided by MH who was to meet with Bucks CC Rights of Way officer. He 
intended  to apply for funding to improve the cycle way through Angling Spring Woods in a horse 
friendly material and of such a standard as to avoid attracting motor cycles. The meeting was in 
support of improving the track as part of the cycle route   
 
 
 
Meeting ended at 10.35 am. 


