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Minutes of a meeting of the Extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Monday 15th April 2019 

at the Prestwood Community Centre 
at 5.00p.m. 

 
Public Forum:  
No attendees. 
 
Present:   Councillor – A Hewett chair 

Councillors: C Baxter, A Brazil, G Bridges, L Cook, S Humphreys, 
 M Johnstone, I Lovegrove , V Marshall, K Pither, R Pusey, S Rhodes, 

T Stevenson 
 

Also present:  Jane Hennessy – Clerk 
   Chris Thompson – Deputy Clerk 
 

1.  Apologies: Councillors, P Jager, M Lee, V Martin 
 
2.  Declarations of Interest:   
 None. 
 
3.  Memorial Hall Management 

Following information reported by Cllr Humphreys at the April council meeting advising of the 
resignation of all of the trustees and the majority of the committee members of the Great 
Missenden Memorial Centre (GMMC) charity, written resignations have now been received.  
The chairman’s last day is Thursday 18th April.  There remains two committee members, Cllr 
Humphreys and Cllr Bridges.  Cllr Bridges having joined the GMMC on 1st April 2019 at the 
AGM. 
 
The clerk had been contacted by the booking secretary of the GMMC and had arranged a 
handover of all the booking information and invoicing on Thursday 11th April.  The treasurer of 
the GMMC, Sandra Clements, had also handed over all the accounts information. 
 
The caretaker, Pete Tomes, had been contacted and would remain. 
 
It was suggested that for continuity of the GMMC charity a number of councillors join the 
GMMC as committee members and/or trustees.   
 
The following were proposed and approved by majority vote:- 
Cllr Hewett – chair 
Cllr Lovegrove – vice chair 
Cllr Rhodes and Cllr Johnstone – co Treasurers 
Cllr Pither 
Cllr Baxter 
Cllr Cook 
 

 This is in addition to the current committee members, Cllr Humphreys and Cllr Bridges. 
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The deputy clerk advised the council that the current constitution of the GMMC governed that 
a quorate of the GMMC is three members.  As there are still three committee members until 
the 18th April (Ged Maher, Cllr Humphreys and Cllr Bridges) it may be that the parish council 
cannot appoint members to the GMMC and this would need to be appointed by the three 
existing members of the committee.  The clerk and deputy clerk were asked to confirm the 
process for appointing the new committee members and trustees as a priority with the 
Charity Commission. 
 
Information regarding the responsibilities of trustees was requested by Cllr Cook.  This will be 
distributed. 
 
It was agreed that Cllrs Johnstone, Rhodes and the clerk should request access to the GMMC 
bank account to ensure continuity of service to manage the Memorial Centre. 
 
Cllr Bridges suggested that it was an opportunity to futureproof the GMMC and try to involve 
users of the Centre in its management.  Cllr Hewett suggested an article in The Source to 
thank the committee members for all their hard work and to also advertise for new 
committee members and trustees. 
 
Cllrs’ Hewett and Brazil offered help with the bookings and invoicing as this will now be 
managed by the parish office.  The booking software used is in need of replacement and Cllr 
Brazil will help with looking at alternatives.  The clerk and deputy clerk welcomed any help 
with the transition period. 
 

4.  The Misbourne School Consultation 
The Misbourne School has advertised a drop in session on 24th April between 3.30pm and 
7.30pm on their planned works to build a replacement sports hall, classroom block and new 
school bus/parent drop off accessed from the London Road.  It was resolved that there would 
be a council response.  As the consultation date closes on 1st May, the councillors were asked 
to send their responses to the clerk to amalgamate by Friday 26th April. 

 
5. Collings Walk - update 
 A response has been received from the council’s insurers confirming, amongst other points, 

that this is not currently being treated as a claim and that the insurers are waiting for the 
council to either comply with the mitigation request or provide an explanation of why they do 
not wish to remove the vegetation.  The insurers are requesting this matter is given prompt 
attention and expect the council to make every effort to avoid ongoing nuisances.  The 
council’s insurers are happy for the council to inspect the property and ask that this is done 
promptly.  They understand the council’s need to take reasonable steps to investigate this 
situation and asks the council to move swiftly with this – as not doing so could find the council 
legally liable for additional damage regardless of the timeframe discussed with Innovation 
Group.   

 
 The council were provided with copies of information from Cllr Stevenson and the deputy 

clerk with suggested actions and draft letters to Innovation Group.  The council resolved to 
write to Innovation Group, confirming that the council are obtaining quotes from experts to 
provide independent reports and also from tree surgeons to avoid unnecessary delay once 
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responsibility has been established.  Innovation Group will also be asked to confirm if there 
are any further reports expected, particularly an interpretive engineers report.  The council 
would also like to know if consideration has been given to ‘heave’ that might be caused if the 
tree in question were to be removed. 

 
 The council resolved to approve spending up to £600 on a structural engineers report and 

would like the specific question as to if the extension was built on already desiccated soil to be 
addressed as part of this report. 

 
 
Meeting ended at 6.15pm. 


